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Have You Explored Our New Website Yet?

Finding the healthcare information 
you need has never been easier. 
Mammoth Hospital's newly 

redesigned website was built to help 
patients and families connect with care 
quickly and easily.

Search for providers by name or 
specialty, learn about their backgrounds 
and areas of expertise, and explore 
Mammoth Hospital's services—from 
primary care and orthopedics to 
emergency services, women's health, 
rehabilitation, imaging, laboratory 
services, and specialty clinics.

You'll also find patient forms, billing 
information, maps, contact information, 
and access to the patient portal, all 
just a few clicks away. The site is fully 
optimized for phones, tablets, and 
desktop computers.

In addition to the hospital website, 
Mammoth Hospital has also launched 
redesigned websites for Elevate and 
the Mammoth Hospital Foundation. The 
updated Elevate site makes it easier to 
explore fitness and wellness programs, 
while the Foundation website offers a 
fresh look at the organization's mission, 
giving opportunities, events, and the 
many ways community support helps advance healthcare in the Eastern Sierra.

Stay up to date with the latest hospital news, new providers and services, North Wing construction updates, and 
stories that showcase the people and programs that make Mammoth Hospital special.

Visit www.mammothhospital.com and be sure to explore the new Elevate and Mammoth Hospital Foundation 
websites to see how Mammoth Hospital is making it easier than ever to access quality care, wellness resources, and 
community support close to home.

This edition also welcomes several new providers who have joined the Mammoth Hospital team. We invite you to learn more 
about their backgrounds, specialties, and the care they provide, and to get to know the newest members of our healthcare 
family through their featured profi les and photos included in this issue.

You’ll also discover how our newly redesigned website is making it easier than ever for patients to connect with providers, 
explore services, and fi nd important healthcare information. We hope it becomes a valuable resource for you and your family.

Finally, we take a moment to honor two extraordinary members of our hospital family, Judy Bornfeld and Jan McPherson, 
whose years of service through the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary and The Cast Off left an incredible legacy of kindness, 
generosity, and compassion.

As Mammoth Hospital continues to grow and evolve, our mission remains the same: to provide outstanding care, support 
our physicians and employees, and meet the healthcare needs of our residents and visitors for generations to come.

Thank you for your continued trust and support. I hope you enjoy this edition of Heartbeats and the stories that celebrate the 
people who make Mammoth Hospital such a special part of our community.

CEO Message (continued from cover)

With Gratitude, Melanie Van Winkle
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Giving Your Way

Carolyn Escoto's connection to Mammoth Hospital 
began more than 20 years ago when her family 
foundation helped fund an X-ray arm for the 

Emergency Department. Inspired by the hospital's 
dedicated physicians and the quality of care they 
provided, she later joined the Mammoth Hospital 
Foundation Board, deepening her commitment to the 
hospital and the community it serves. 
 
Over the years, that early investment became deeply 
personal. 
 
"I learned that I didn't have to be in a big city to get the 
world-class support I needed." 
 
A few years ago, after breaking her femur while skiing, 
Carolyn was brought to Mammoth Hospital, where the 
very X-ray arm her family had helped purchase was 
used to diagnose her injury. Cared for by physicians she 
knew not only as doctors but also as fellow Foundation 
Board members, she made a full recovery. 
 
Then came a life-changing cardiac emergency 
that gave her an even greater appreciation for her 
community hospital. 
 
"Like many who live here, I've wondered if I could 
truly grow old in the Eastern Sierra. After a recent 
cardiac event required me to be flown to Las Vegas 
for a procedure, I know the answer is yes. The team at 

Mammoth Hospital managed my care with incredible expertise, ensuring I got exactly where I needed to be, safely. The 
hospital is not the limiting factor in living here—it is the very thing that makes it possible." 
 
That experience also reinforced the importance of having a strong local hospital capable of providing expert 
emergency care and stabilizing patients before they need specialized treatment elsewhere. It also gave Carolyn a new 
appreciation for the North Wing Project and the healing impact of private patient rooms, welcoming family spaces, and 
a more comfortable environment for patients and their loved ones. 
 
Today, she's stronger than ever, having recently returned from the backcountry ski adventure of a lifetime in 
Switzerland—a testament to the care she received and the active lifestyle that continues to inspire her. 
 
"My family and I are proudly investing in the North Wing Project because we're investing in the future of a hospital 
that has given us, and our community, so much. We want future generations to have the same confidence we do—that 
exceptional healthcare is available right here in the Eastern Sierra."

Carolyn's Journey of Care, Gratitude, and Giving

When you make a tax-deductible donation to the Mammoth 
Hospital Foundation, you help ensure exceptional care for our 

community today and for generations to come. Many supporters 
also choose to give through their estate plan, appreciated stock, 

donor-advised funds, or IRA distributions. 

To discuss how you can make a difference, contact 
Gardiner Miller, Foundation Executive Director, at 

Foundation@MammothHospital.com or 760.924.4128.

Carolyn on a recent ski adventure in Switzerland.
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Thanks to a generous $65,000 gift from the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary, Mammoth Hospital's Emergency 
Department now features the Mindray TE X Ultrasound System, providing physicians with faster diagnostic 
information to make critical treatment decisions more quickly and improve the patient experience.

Designed specifi cally for emergency medicine, the Mindray TE X allows physicians to perform ultrasound examinations 
right at the patient's bedside within minutes of arrival. This enables care teams to quickly evaluate conditions such as 
internal bleeding, heart problems, trauma injuries, blood clots, abdominal pain, pregnancy-related emergencies, and 
other life-threatening conditions without waiting for additional imaging.

"The new ultrasound allows us to bring advanced diagnostic capabilities directly to the bedside," said Emergency 
Department Nurse Manager Jasmine Hutchinson. "In emergency medicine, every minute counts. Having immediate 
access to this level of imaging helps us diagnose conditions more quickly, begin treatment sooner, and ultimately 
improve outcomes for our patients."

The new system also reduces the need to transport critically ill patients for imaging, leading to faster diagnoses, quicker 
treatment, and greater comfort during a stressful experience.

This important addition was made possible through the generosity of the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary, whose decades 
of support have funded equipment and programs that directly benefi t patients throughout the Eastern Sierra.

The new Mindray TE X Ultrasound System is another example of Mammoth Hospital's ongoing commitment to providing 
exceptional healthcare close to home.

New Emergency Department Ultrasound 
Brings Faster, More Advanced Care to Patients
When seconds matter, having the right technology at the bedside can make all 
the difference.

This year, Elevate continued to grow its youth wellness efforts 
through partnerships with local schools, youth sports programs, 
and community organizations. At Mammoth Elementary School, 

Elevate participated in the Husky Pup Fun Run, led eight Alternative 
Ski P.E. Wellness Expedition sessions, and joined Family University 
Night’s Pathways to Wellness and Open House event. These programs 
helped introduce students and families to movement, mindfulness, 
resilience, and healthy lifestyle skills in fun and accessible ways.

Elevate also partnered with Mammoth Middle School, Mammoth 
High School, the One Love Foundation, and the Mono County District 
Attorney’s Office to bring "Love Better Mammoth" to approximately 
700 students and teachers. The program focused on healthy 
relationships, recognizing warning signs, and building a culture of 
respect and care.

Beyond the classroom, Elevate supported youth safety and 
performance through concussion baseline testing for the Mammoth 
Mountain Mountain Bike Team and Mammoth Lakes Youth Hockey. 
Elevate also participated in the Mono County Office of Education’s 
Kidapalooza and launched Athletic Foundations Junior and Youth 
classes for ages 7–14, helping kids build conditioning, coordination, 
balance, and movement fundamentals.

Together, these efforts reflect Elevate’s commitment to helping local kids grow stronger, safer, more confident, and 
more connected to lifelong wellness.

Elevate Supports Youth Wellness Through 
School and Community Partnerships

Elevate Program Coordinator Jen 
McMahon at Mammoth Elementary 

School’s Pathways to Wellness Mental 
Health Fair.
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Remembering Jan McPherson and Judy Bornfeld

It is with profound sadness that Mammoth Hospital mourns the loss of two of 
its most extraordinary champions, Judy Bornfeld and Jan McPherson. Though 
they faced different battles, both passed away within three days of one another, 

leaving a tremendous void in the hearts of all who knew them.

For so many of us, Judy and Jan were simply part of the fabric of Mammoth 
Hospital. They were a steady, welcoming presence at nearly every hospital event, 
open house, fundraiser and celebration, always ready with warm smiles and an 
eagerness to help. Their commitment extended far beyond volunteering; they 
were among our greatest ambassadors, generously sharing their time, talents, 
and compassion through the Mammoth Hospital Auxiliary and The Cast Off.

Beginning their service in the early 1990s, Judy and Jan were instrumental in 
the success of The Cast Off. They helped guide the beloved thrift store through 
decades of growth, including its transition from a bustling cash-only shop 
into the modern era of electronic payments. Their foresight and willingness 
to embrace change, while preserving the store's welcoming spirit, ensured its 
continued success in supporting Mammoth Hospital.

More than anything, Judy and Jan’s work was fueled by a deep love for our hospital, their community, and the friendships they 
built along the way. These friendships were forged over countless hours at The Cast Off and cemented at the many Auxiliary 
events they hosted, which turned fellow volunteers into a true family. They had a gift for making everyone feel valued, and their 
kindness, empathy, and unwavering dedication touched countless lives.

The impact Judy and Jan left cannot be measured in hours volunteered or projects completed. Their legacy lives on in the 
thriving Auxiliary they helped strengthen, the success of The Cast Off, and in the quiet, profound ways their efforts have 
benefi ted our patients.

We are forever grateful for all they gave to our hospital and community. Their absence is deeply felt, but their legacy of service, 
compassion, and friendship will continue to inspire generations of volunteers to come. Our heartfelt condolences go out to 
their families, friends, and fellow Auxiliary members. Judy and Jan will be deeply missed, fondly remembered, and forever a 
cherished part of the Mammoth Hospital family.

Jan (left) and Judy at the 
Cast Off thrift store.

Campus Improvements Enhance Hospital Grounds

As Mammoth Hospital continues construction of its new North Wing, 
improvements are also taking place throughout the existing campus to 
create a safer, more welcoming environment for patients, visitors, and staff.

Recent enhancements include expanded parking capacity, upgraded exterior 
lighting, new trees, and refreshed landscaping throughout the property. These 
improvements have enhanced the appearance and functionality of the campus 
while complementing the hospital's ongoing growth.

Since joining Mammoth Hospital as Landscape Maintenance Technician in 
January 2025, Ryan Paulsness has focused on restoring and improving campus 
landscaping, beginning with repairing numerous broken irrigation systems that 
had accumulated over time. Additional work has included removing overgrown 
vegetation, refreshing planting areas with new wood chips, and improving 
landscaping from the main entrance to areas throughout the hospital grounds.

The North Wing construction project has also created opportunities to 
incorporate natural materials from the site. Large boulders excavated during 
construction were repurposed into a retaining wall near the SPORT building, 
adding a mountain-inspired feature while helping stabilize the hillside.

"A lot of these projects are the kind people don't always notice individually, but 
together they make a big difference," said Ryan. "The goal is to create a campus 
that feels clean, welcoming, and well cared for everyone who comes here."

Dr. Cragun and staff enjoying lunch at 
one of the new picnic tables (above)and 

wildfl owers line Sierra Park Road (below).

See Campus Improvements, (continued page 7)
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Catching Up With Facilities Manager 
Aharon Weintraub

Aharon Weintraub, Mammoth Hospital 
Facilities Manager.

Behind every patient experience at Mammoth Hospital is a 
dedicated team working around the clock to keep the campus safe, 
comfortable, and operating at its best. From maintaining complex 

building systems to overseeing major construction projects like the 
North Wing Expansion, the Facilities team plays a vital role in supporting 
exceptional patient care every day. 
 
We recently caught up with Facilities Manager Aharon Weintraub to learn 
more about his role, the projects shaping the future of Mammoth Hospital, 
and what it takes to keep a healthcare campus running smoothly behind 
the scenes. 
 
How long have you worked at Mammoth Hospital, and what brought 
you here? 
I have worked here for about two years. I was drawn by the opportunity 
to transition from Civil Engineering to Construction Management. With 
so many projects underway, it felt like the right challenge and a great 
opportunity for growth. 
 
Can you describe your role and what a typical day looks like? 
No two days are the same. Most mornings begin by prioritizing emails 
and meeting with the maintenance team to discuss work orders, safety 
concerns, contractors, and ongoing projects. From there, I'm balancing 
meetings, site rounds, and long-term planning while making sure the 
hospital's facilities continue operating smoothly. 
 

What are some of the biggest projects you're currently working on?
In addition to the North Wing Expansion project, we currently have several lesser-known projects underway: the Fiber 
Replacement Project, the Building E Chiller Replacement Project, and the Signage Project. The Fiber Replacement Project 
is critical to the North Wing because the main data center serving the hospital is moving from the existing building into 
the North Wing. Each building connects to the existing hospital through antiquated fiber lines that are over 20 years old. 
To set the hospital up to run optimally, we need to reroute all fiber lines to the North Wing and increase their bandwidth. 
The Signage Project is driven by the fact that the North Wing connects to the existing hospital, creating new entrances 
and patient routing into the new building; we need to redo a lot of signage to improve the patient experience. The Chiller 
Replacement Project is a bit simpler than the other two and involves removing and replacing the existing chiller that 
provides air conditioning to the building.
 
How is the Facilities team involved in the North Wing Expansion? 
Two of our biggest responsibilities right now are constructing the connector bridges and relocating the oxygen yard that 
supplies the hospital. It's a complex effort that requires close coordination with contractors while ensuring critical patient 
care areas remain fully operational. 
 
What are some responsibilities people may not realize happen behind the scenes? 
Keeping our mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems running is a constant job across six, soon to be seven, buildings, 
each with its own infrastructure. Our Environmental Services team also deep-cleans nearly the entire hospital every night, 
helping provide a safe environment for patients and staff. 
 
What is the most challenging part of managing a healthcare facility? 
All the codes and regulations surrounding healthcare. We have multiple buildings that fall under different jurisdictions, 
each with its own governing codes, so it's a lot to keep track of. How you approach something in one building may be 
entirely different from how you approach it in the building right next door. 
 
Is there a project you're particularly proud of? 
I’d say the recently completed Family Medicine Clinic and Lab remodels. Both required extensive planning because we had 
to keep the spaces operational throughout construction, often working in half the space at a time. The Lab added another 
challenge as we installed new chemistry analyzers during the remodel. I’m incredibly grateful to the patients, staff and 
Facilities team for making it all possible.
 
How does your work support patients, visitors, and staff? 
Our goal is to provide a clean, safe, and functional environment from the moment someone arrives on campus. When staff 
have a comfortable, well-maintained workplace, they're able to provide the best possible care.
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Welcome New Providers

Brian Quinn, MD is a board-certifi ed radiologist specializing in diagnostic and interventional radiology. He earned his 
medical degree from the USC Keck School of Medicine after studying mechanical engineering at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. He completed his radiology training at LA General Medical Center and serves as an associate professor at 
UCLA and the Keck School of Medicine.

Mammoth has always been a special place for Dr. Quinn and his family. He and his wife, Jessica, were married at 
Convict Lake in 2013, and he is honored to serve the community that has given so much to his family.

Brian Quinn, MD | Radiology

Daniel Fuller, CRNA is a Certifi ed Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA) with extensive experience in critical care and 
anesthesia. He earned his Bachelor of Nursing degree Summa Cum Laude from Barnes Jewish/Washington University 
and later completed his Master of Science in Anesthesia at Saint Mary’s University.

Daniel has served as a CRNA with Kaiser Permanente, including as Chief Nurse Anesthetist for Kaiser Permanente 
Sacramento. A Northern California native, he enjoys mountain biking, snow sports, and hiking and is excited to care for 
patients in the Mammoth community.

Daniel Fuller, CRNA | Anesthesiology

Dr. Robert Scott is board-certifi ed in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation with additional board certifi cations 
in Sports Medicine, Pain Medicine, and Electrodiagnostic Medicine. He specializes in non-surgical care for 
musculoskeletal injuries, spine conditions, nerve injuries, and pain disorders.

Dr. Scott provides comprehensive evaluations and treatments, including EMG/NCS testing, injections, and image-
guided procedures, with a focus on helping patients reduce pain and restore function.

Robert Scott, MD | Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Additional improvements include refreshed outdoor break areas near the Emergency Department, Specialty Clinic, and Family 
Medicine, as well as a major landscaping facelift along Sierra Park Road that has improved the hospital's curb appeal and fi rst 
impression.

While the focus will continue shifting toward preparing the new North Wing for completion, these campus improvements 
represent Mammoth Hospital's ongoing commitment to maintaining a welcoming environment for the community.

Campus Improvements (continued from page 5)

Dr. Collin LaPorte has  joined Mammoth Orthopedic Institute as our new Orthopedic Sports Medicine Fellow. Originally 
from Missoula, Montana, Dr. LaPorte developed an early love for the mountains and outdoor adventure, inspiring his 
passion for caring for active individuals and athletes.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in Cell Biology and Neuroscience from Montana State University and his medical 
degree from Michigan State University College of Human Medicine. During medical school, he participated in the Rural 
Physician Program and worked as a ski patroller, combining his interests in medicine and the outdoors.

Dr. LaPorte completed his orthopedic surgery residency at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, gaining extensive experience treating complex 
orthopedic conditions. During his fellowship at Mammoth, he will care for sports-related injuries while continuing to advance his skills in 
surgical care, clinical practice, and research.

Outside of work, Dr. LaPorte enjoys snow skiing, water skiing, trail running, hunting, and exploring the outdoors with his wife, Mary, and their 
dog, Kona. Mammoth Hospital is excited to welcome him to the Mammoth Lakes community.

Collin LaPorte, MD  | Orthopedics Fellow
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Construction on Mammoth Hospital's new North Wing continues 
to move forward on schedule, bringing us one step closer to a 
modern, state-of-the-art facility designed to serve our community 

for generations to come.

The 68,000+ square foot, two-story expansion represents a major 
investment in the health and well-being of our community, creating 
a safer, more resilient hospital designed to meet today's needs while 
preparing for the future. Built to meet 2030 seismic compliance 
standards, the new facility will feature a welcoming main entrance and 
two connecting bridges that will seamlessly link the North Wing to the 
existing hospital.

Inside the new North Wing, construction is progressing rapidly. All 
major heating, cooling, and mechanical equipment has been installed 
on both fl oors, with the units lifted into place by crane before the 
building’s exterior walls could be completed. Interior work continues 
at an impressive pace, with ground-fl oor framing nearly complete and 
crews on the second fl oor framing patient care areas while installing 
the electrical, plumbing, and ventilation systems that will support 
advanced clinical spaces.

The building is also taking shape on the outside. Exterior wall framing 
is approximately 50 percent complete, with all walls, doors, and window 
frames expected to be installed by the end of July. The roof has received 
its initial waterproof membrane, and once the exterior enclosure is 
complete, crews will install the fi nal insulation and roofi ng materials, 
making the building weather-tight.

The main building will be complete in late summer 2027. After 
completion, additional time will be needed to equip the facility, stock 
supplies, obtain licensing, and prepare for patient use. The project 
remains on schedule for patient occupancy in early 2028. After the 
new facility opens, crews will begin renovating portions of the existing 
hospital to seamlessly integrate with the new wing, with overall project 
completion anticipated in August 2028.

We appreciate our patients, visitors, and community members for their continued patience as traffi c patterns and access 
routes evolve throughout construction. Every milestone brings us closer to providing an even safer, more resilient, and more 
advanced hospital for the Eastern Sierra.

Join us in supporting this exciting journey at MammothHospitalFoundation.com/NorthWing.

North Wing Project Continues to Make Excellent Progress
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We’re Social. Come Visit.

Recent photos of the North Wing's exterior, 
as well as a look at progress inside.


